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On this fifth Sunday of Easter, we hear rich words that
should gladden our hearts and fill us with energy for the
Gospel mission of Jesus!
The two lines from the Gospel that jump out at me are:
1. “Where I am you also may be.”
and
2. “Whoever believes in me will do the work I do.”

Illustration of Jesus and the Women
by Pat Marrin
National Catholic Reporter
September 20, 2019

I recently heard a lovely story of a small boy who packs
his backpack with Twinkies and juice boxes and goes to leave the house.
His Mom says, “Where are you going?”
The boy says, “I am going to find God.”
So off he goes.

He ends up in a local park and sits on a bench next to a homeless woman.
He takes out a Twinkie and a juice box and starts to unwrap them.
The woman watches and smiles at him and he laughs and offers her a Twinkie and
a juice box. They both eat, talk, laugh and enjoy each other.
Soon, the boy says goodbye and sets off for home. The woman leaves and goes
off to find her friends.
When the boy gets home his mother asks, “Did you find God?”
He says enthusiastically, Yes, and God is a woman!”
The homeless woman meets up with her friends and says, “I met God in the park
today – and he is a little boy!”
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These two lines that I heard in the Gospel today are illustrated by this story:
“Where I am you also may be” and “Whoever believes in me will do the work that
I do.”
Both the boy and the woman manifested God where they were, what they were
doing, and how they related to each other.
Each of these phrases is essential for us. We bring Christ wherever we are.
We are given the work to carry on the mission of Christ in our time and in various
ways.
This is so well illustrated in a poem prayer by Teresa of Avila:
Christ has no body now but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”
On this fifth Sunday of Easter in the Eastern Church, the feast
of St. Photine is celebrated. St. Photine is the name given to
the Samaritan Woman whom Jesus spoke with at the well. The
name means “luminous one” because she heard the words of
Christ and recognized him as the savior.
We don’t celebrate or name her in the western church. In one
way we celebrate her as a critical person in the Gospel, and in
another way she is invisible.
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Yet, this woman is a major evangelizer and a prophet. It is through her words and
witness that a whole village comes to believe in the Christ of the living water.
Think of what you do each day to witness Christ to others. Think of the things you
say and do to advance the mission of Jesus. Just like those in our first reading
from Acts, “we devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word” to
continue to spread the word of God and increase the number of the disciples in
our families, our work, and ministries.
We know that the women of Scripture have played pivotal roles as prophets,
preachers, evangelizers, deacons, and leaders of prayer and Christian
communities.
Today we continue to have opportunities and obligations to step up and lead in
those same roles. People so often tell me that they are grateful for the leadership
of women in the Church and that they are eager to hear their voices more often.
As hard as it is, we need to seek those roles and see ourselves as prophets
manifesting the Word of God to all. And we must help others do the same.
As Jesus said, “Where I am you also may be.”
and
“Whoever believes in me will do the work I do.”
“Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” It is up to us!
Amen
Reflection
I would like to leave you with two questions for reflection:
• Who were the prophets you met this week who manifested God to you?
• In what ways were you a prophet for others?
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